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     Memorial Day was born of compassion and empathy for those who courageously 
gave their lives to safeguard us and our way of life.  
     Let us all pause this Memorial Day to remember great and brave Americans – to 
recognize their valor and applaud the blessings their bravery has secured. 
     Throughout our nation’s history, the freedoms we enjoy have been won and pro-
tected by an elite group who understand the greatest and most selfless love.  
     Remembering those sacrifices and what they have meant to our nation is the duty 
of the living.  Hundreds of thousands of young American lives were lost on the battle-
fields and the concept of Memorial Day became a tradition renewed by each genera-
tion’s sacrifice. 
     Our records reflect South Dakota military casualties by wartime period were:  World 
War I – 1,038; World War II – 1,614; Korean – 177; Vietnam – 192; and Gulf War – 35.    
     On this Memorial Day, let us all pledge to renew our dedication to the true meaning 
of Memorial Day. Let us all enjoy the lives we lead because of the generations of young 
Americans who gave their lives so that all of us could live in freedom and prosperity. 
Let us continue to educate our children about the price paid for their freedom.  
     Our greatest duty to the men and women who have died in service to our country is 
to never, ever forget what they have done for each of us – and what they have done 
for us as a nation. They led colorful, vivid, and passionate lives and we owe it to them 
and their families to honor and pay tribute to their sacrifice. 
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Joint mortgage and 

housing assistance 

Website launched  

https://benefits.va.gov/homeloans/
https://benefits.va.gov/homeloans/cares-act-frequently-asked-questions.asp
https://benefits.va.gov/homeloans/cares-act-frequently-asked-questions.asp
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/about-us/blog/guide-coronavirus-mortgage-relief-options/
https://www.consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/how-can-i-tell-who-owns-my-mortgage-en-214/
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Va launches clinical trial 

for veterans with covid-19 
     The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) began a new clinical trial to test a Food and Drug Admin-
istration-approved prostate cancer drug as a potential treatment for male veterans with COVID-19.  In a 
double-blind randomized controlled trial, VA scientists will compare the drug degarelix (trade name Firma-
gon) to a placebo for improving the clinical outcomes of nearly 200 veterans who have been hospitalized 
with COVID-19. 
     “Veterans who have contracted this virus are in need of immediate care,” said VA Secretary Robert 
Wilkie. “This trial is an important step in advancing knowledge of a potential treatment for those infected 
with COVID-19. We are here to do everything in our power to preserve and protect life.” 
     Degarelix is often used to treat advanced cases of prostate cancer. It works by rapidly, but temporarily, 
suppressing the body’s production of male hormones. These hormones can fuel the growth of prostate 
cancer. Scientists are testing degarelix because lab evidence suggests male hormones trigger the produc-
tion of a protein called TMPRSS2 on lung tissue. The virus that causes COVID-19 relies on TMPRSS2 to enter 
lung tissues.   
     Researchers from the University of Alabama at Birmingham and Columbia University applied advanced 
artificial intelligence and computational genomics techniques and used that lab evidence for this COVID-19 
data. The researchers collaborated with VA to plan the new trial. 
     Potential side effects of degarelix are typically linked to long-term treatment. In the trial, patients will be 
administered only one dose of the drug that will last 28 days. Any side effects of degarelix are thus ex-
pected to be temporary. 
     By temporarily lowering male hormone levels, researchers believe they can reduce the production of 
TMPRSS2 in lung tissue and thus prevent the virus from penetrating lung cells. Hormone levels will return 
to normal at the end of treatment. 
     The study is not suitable for female veterans. Existing evidence shows degarelix may have the opposite 
effect in the female body by increasing TMPRSS2 production, thus worsening the severity of COVID-19 
symptoms. 
     The West Los Angeles VA Medical Center is leading the trial. The study also involves VA medical centers 
in New York (Brooklyn and Manhattan) and Washington state (Puget Sound), leveraging the Prostate Can-
cer Foundation/VA network of centers of excellence. The University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA) is in-
volved in the analysis of research specimens, but not the clinical element of the study. 
     VA researchers expect to complete the trial in about four months. 
     For more information, visit research.va.gov. 

https://www.cancernetwork.com/genitourinary-cancers/fda-approves-degarelix-treat-advanced-prostate-cancer
https://www.accessdata.fda.gov/drugsatfda_docs/label/2008/022201lbl.pdf
https://www.research.va.gov/
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Us army field band to provide 

virtual performances 

https://www.youtube.com/ArmyFieldBand
https://www.facebook.com/ArmyFieldBand
http://www.armyfieldband.com/


Us army field band to provide 
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Alpha battery junior 

enlisted soldiers sharpen 

leadership skills 

     Soldiers with Alpha Battery, 1-147th Field Artillery Battalion com-
pleted a unique training event while deployed to Germany, which al-
lowed lower enlisted soldiers to try their hand at leading squad sized 
elements. 
     The situational training exercise, or STX, on April 21-23 gave the 
junior enlisted soldiers experience and skills to help prepare them for 
future leadership positions. The training incorporated several weeks 
of classroom instruction, leading up to a field exercise, where the sol-
diers were evaluated on the skills they learned. 
     Soldiers spent three days in the field and assembled into four 
squads of specialists and privates to perform their tasks. The soldiers 
were evaluated on their ability to conduct the troop leading proce-
dures, receive and give a brief in the operations order format, and 
conduct back planning.  
     Soldiers also had to identify Warrior Tasks and Battle Drills they 
could conduct on their own to prepare for the training lanes. The 
lanes were dynamic with scenarios and missions involving civilian role 
players and opposing forces. 
     Enlisted soldiers were not alone in the exercise. A Battery staff sergeants assisted in the exercise as 

squad mentors while unit sergeants controlled 
base operations.  
     This training allowed the enlisted soldiers to 
develop and build confidence in their leadership 
skills. 
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Space force flag 

presented to president 

trump 

     The new Space Force flag was unveiled last Friday at the White House, the nation's first new military ser-
vice flag in more than 70 years. 
     Air Force Secretary Barbara Barrett, Chief of Space Operations Gen. Jay Raymond and senior enlisted ad-
viser Chief Master Sgt. Robert Towberman were on hand to present the flag to President Trump. 
     The flag resembles the seal released in January, with an arrowhead set in front of a globe, accented by 
stars. 
     The new service is working to transfer 16,000 airman previously assigned to Space Command to be the 
first operators and support personnel assigned to Space Force, with a goal of completion by the end of the 
year.  After that initial block, the service will begin recruiting troops from the Army and Navy’s space units. 
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State cemetery update 
     SDDVA Deputy Secretary Aaron Pollard had the oppor-
tunity to visit the state veterans cemetery project last week 
and was updated on the status of the development.     
     “It’s exciting to visit the cemetery and see the progress 
that has been made,” said Deputy Secretary Pollard. “You 
can feel just how meaningful this cemetery is going to be.”  
     “Although it isn’t substantially complete yet, the Com-
mittal Shelter will be the centerpiece of the cemetery,” said 
Pollard. “Coming around the rolling hills where the service 
flags will be, revealing the Committal Shelter will be an 
emotional experience to all who visit.” 
     Open excavations for foundations and utilities will still 
be present through the next several weeks. Journey is in-
stalling fencing and gates now that grades are close to be-
ing finished. This is needed to control access to the project. 
     Tours or site visits from people outside of the construc-
tion team are not currently allowed due to safety issues 
and COVID-19.   SDDVA will work with our partners to 
schedule periodic tours later in the process. 
     Foundations have been completed for the administra-
tion building and the committal shelter,  and wood framing 
has begun.  Work has begun on the columbarium wall.   
     To date we have pre–applications from 240 veterans and 192 
spouses for burial at the State Veterans Cemetery. 
     “We thank all who have worked so diligently to make this cem-
etery a reality,” said Pollard.   
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Virtual dedication of 

Korean war memorials in 

all 50 states 
     Hannah Y Kim, a Korean American woman with a mission, will unveil a website 
(www.KoreanWarMemorials.com) that will feature photos of nearly 180 Korean War memorials she has 
personally visited.  Kim traveled 132,100 miles across six continents in 30 countries that participated in the 
Korean War (1950-1953) and, in the United States, all 50 states and U.S. Territories of Puerto Rico, U.S. Vir-
gin Islands, Guam, and the American Samoa.  She visited South Dakota in May of 2018. 
     The online portal will present 400 videos with stories of nearly 1,200 veterans she has met throughout 
her journeys between 2017 and 2019, including her 90-day tour across America in 2018. 
     Originally scheduled for a launch in time for the 70th anniversary of the Korean War on June 25th, 2020, 
the website will make the U.S. content available sooner for Americans to visit over the Memorial Day 
weekend. The U.S. content includes more than 1,000 photos of nearly 100 memorials Kim has visited, with 
a video of her interviewing local veterans and supporters at each site. 
     “It breaks my heart that most of the Memorial Day commemorations across the nation have been can-
celed due to COVID-19. I want to ensure that those 
who died fighting for our freedoms will be remem-
bered and honored, albeit remotely. I hope people 
will viscerally see that freedom is not free,” says Kim. 
     The website will feature a virtual Wall of Remem-
brance with the names of nearly 41,000 killed world-
wide in the Korean War, including more than 36,000 
Americans from each U.S. state and Territory. Visi-
tors will be able to pay tribute by leaving comments. 
     “I wouldn’t be here without the sacrifices of the 
veterans and wish to convey the gratitude of the Ko-
rean people. Ultimately, this website is our collective 
gift to the veterans, their fallen comrades and families,” adds Kim, who was able to develop the website 
through the support of Naeil Foundation, an organization established by successful second-generation Ko-
rean Americans. Most of her travels were funded with donations from her Korean American family and 
friends who pitched in to express their thanks.  
     A former chief of staff to Congressman Charles B. Rangel (retired), and founder of Remember727, Kim 
has made it her lifelong mission to honor the Korean War veterans and promote peace on the Korean Pen-
insula. Her devoted activism began in 2008 at the age of 24 when she lobbied Congress to enact legislation, 
signed by President Barack Obama in 2009, which established July 27 as National Korean War Veterans Ar-
mistice Day in the United States. 
     Kim is also the official Ambassadress of the Korean War Veterans Memorial Foundation USA (KWVMF), 
which is currently raising funds to add a physical Wall of Remembrance to the National Korean War Memo-
rial in Washington, DC. She will direct a link to the KWVMF’s donation page for anyone who wishes to sup-
port their efforts to memorialize the names of 36,000 Americans who died in Korea. 

http://www.koreanwarmemorials.com/
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May 25—Memorial Day 
May 25—State Offices closed  
Jun 14—Flag Day 
Jun 21—Fathers Day 
Jun 27—DAV State Convention—DAV Headquarters—Sioux Falls 
Jul 6—Black Hills National Cemetery Unaccompanied Veterans Memorial Service—9:00 am (MT) 
Jul 10—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Bldg. 145—Room 108—Fort Meade VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 
Aug 24-27—SDDVA Annual Benefit School—Ramkota Conference Center—Pierre 
Sep 3—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Sep 3-7—SD State Fair 
Sep 11—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—VFW Post 1273—Rapid City—10:00 am (MT) 
Oct 26-30—National Summit on Women Veterans Issues (more information coming) 
Nov 13—VABHHCS VSO Congressional Forum—Domiciliary Auditorium—Hot Springs VAMC—10:00 am (MT) 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military http://military.sd.gov 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs http://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
 

 

Upcoming events 

     The Coronavirus pandemic has forced all of us to re-
view our Memorial Day programs.   Many of you have 
worked with local community TV stations and radio sta-
tions to carry your programs.    Many of you are hosting 
the programs but attendees must stay in their vehicles.   
Whatever the program, thank you for keeping our heroes 
in your hearts.  Thank you for the messages you are shar-
ing in your communities.    
     A special shout out of thanks to our own Ashley  
Lauing, senior secretary at the State Veterans Home, for 
creating a video Memorial Day program to share with our 
residents at the Michael J. Fitzmaurice State Veterans 
Home.    
 

 

http://mva.sd.gov/
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